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he’s got a lot more weapons to destroy, and
why hasn’t he destroyed them yet?

In terms of language, that’s exactly why
we've—that’s exactly why Jose Maria and 1
are talking. And we’ll let you know what’s
in the resolution when we put it down.

President Aznar. Well, what I want to say
is that we cannot designate Saddam Hussein
as the manager of international peace and
security. We've been with this item on the
agenda for 12 years. And what we cannot do
is play this game in which you have inspectors
are handed over something, everything is
going well, but if it isn’t, well, that means
they're hiding weapons.

So the world can make these mistakes, but
the mistake we cannot make is to let Saddam
Hussein being the one managing peace and
a threat. And that’s why we're working so
intensely towards a new resolution. And
that’s why I'm convinced, and that's why
we're all working towards these common as-
pirations of peace, security, and freedom for
the world.

President Bush. Good job. Thank you
very much. Very good job. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
11:44 a.m. at the Bush Ranch. President Aznar
spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter. In his remarks, President Bush
referred to Ana Botella, wife of President Aznar;
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Hans Blix, Ex-
ecutive Chairman, United Nations Monitoring,
Verification and Inspection Commission; Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Ttaly.

Remarks at a Dinner for the Nation’s
Governors

February 23, 2003

Good evening. Laura and I really look for-
ward to these yearly dinners with our Na-
tion’s Governors and spouses, and we wel-
come you all back to the White House.

For those of you who are first-timers here
as Governors, we welcome you as well. I'm
particularly pleased that Lyle Lovett, from
the great State of Texas, is here with us. We
look forward to hearing you tonight, Lyle.

I also welcome former Governors who
serve in my Cabinet. Tommy Thompson and
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Christie Todd Whitman, John Ashcroft are
here. Tom Ridge is now a member of my
Cabinet. He’s not here. He'll still be invited
to the Cabinet Room. [Laughter]

Governors are strong leaders with a prac-
tical point of view, and I'm really grateful
for my former fellow Governors for serving
their country. There are 25 new Governors
who are here. I know it’s an exciting experi-
ence for you to set an agenda and to put
together a great team to solve problems for
your State or your territory.

I loved being the Governor of Texas. In
my 6 years, I placed great value on the advice
of fellow Governors and made many friend-
ships which continue to this day. I've grown
especially close to the Governor of Florida.
[Laughter] The man is like a brother to me.
[Laughter]

We each have a shared experience, and
we have shared responsibilities. We share the
responsibility for protecting the homeland.
We share the responsibility for encouraging
economic growth and jobs. We share the re-
sponsibility for making sure every child
learns and no child is left behind. We share
the responsibility for expanding access to
high-quality, affordable health care and for
helping our fellow citizens in need. And we’ll
meet these responsibilities together.

I'm honored to have you all here. I now
ask you to join me in a toast to the Governors
of the United States. Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to country and western en-
tertainer Lyle Lovett. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Gov. Paul E. Patton of Kentucky,
chair, National Governors Association. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks to the National Governors
Association Conference

February 24, 2003

Thank you very much. Thanks for coming
back. I hope you enjoyed our dinner last
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night as much as I did. It was really a lot
of fun. Thank you.

Obviously, we take your business seriously.
I've asked my Cabinet to show up to visit
with you about ways that we can work to-
gether. What I thought I'd do is share some
things that are on my mind right now and
then answer any questions you have.

What’s on my mind is to make sure this
country is strong and safe. One way to make
it strong is to do everything we can to encour-
age job growth. My attitude is—I'm sure you
share the same attitude—is that if somebody
is looking for work and can’t find a job, it
means we've got a problem. And therefore,
to the extent that government influences job
creation, we've got to do everything we can
to create an environment for the entre-
preneur to flourish.

I believe strongly in the notion that if a
person has more money in their pocket, I
know theyre likely to demand a good or a
service, and when they do so, in a market-
oriented economy, somebody is likely to
produce that good or a service, which means
somebody is more likely to find work.

That's the whole principle behind that
which T laid out for the country in "01. It’s
a principle which the Congress listened to
and passed meaningful tax relief, because we
were in a recession at the time. I worked—
we worked with Congress in '01, and they
phased in this tax reduction plan over a pe-
riod of years.

My attitude is, since the economy is not
as good as we like it to be, we ought to accel-
erate the tax relief which they've already
planned. That will put about $70 billion im-
mediately into our economy, since I intend
to ask for this plan to be made retroactive
to January 1st of this year.

It’s got a lot of positive effects in it. First
of all, you know, I'm always startled to talk
about the marriage penalty in the Tax Code.
I don’t know why we penalize marriage in
the Tax Code. It doesn’t make sense. It
seems like we ought to encourage marriages.
We ought to accelerate that aspect of the tax
relief. We've increased the child credit to
$1,000. It ought to be done this year and
not in the out-years.

And as importantly, when you reduce the
tax rates at the individual level, you also pro-
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vide capital for small-business growth. See,
most companies are—most small businesses
are sole proprietorships or limited partner-
ships or Subchapter S’s. And therefore, that
entity pays tax at the individual tax rate. And
so the reduction of all rates, not just a se-
lected few but the reduction of all rates pro-
vides needed capital in the small-business
sector of our economy.

Secondly, I'm asking Congress to allow for
the deduction of up to $75,000 worth of cap-
ital expenditure for small businesses, which
will have a stimulative effect on our econ-
omy.

And thirdly, I believe we ought to get rid
of the double taxation of dividends. It’s bad
for—when you tax something twice, it’s un-
fair tax policy. It’s fair to tax corporate profits.
It’s unfair to tax the senior who receives the
dividend from the corporation you've already
taxed.

I think getting rid of the double taxation
of dividends will not only help our seniors—
I know it will help our seniors—it will be
stimulative in the sense that it gets 20 billion
into our economy this year. But more impor-
tantly, it helps capital formation, in a society
which—if jobs equal capital, we ought to be
working on policy to encourage more capital
formation.

It’s a positive—it'll also have the positive
effect of corporate reform. After all, we went
through a period of time when people said,
“Invest in my company because the sky is
the limit, see. We may not have any cashflow,
but our story is a good one. You know, we
may not be able to show tangible assets, but
we've got a wonderful story, so buy on us.”
When you have a dividend-oriented policy,
the only thing you can distribute is cash, not
false promises. And so the elimination of the
double taxation of dividends will, in itself,
serve as a corporate reform measure, which
is important.

So this is the plan that I'm asking Congress
to pass, and I believe we're going to get a
lot of it passed. And I believe it’s going to
encourage growth. As a matter of fact, you
know, these economists predicted in the
blue-chip forecast that the economy would
grow at 3.3 percent if Congress responded
to a stimulative package—if it responded.
And so you just need to know that jobs are
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on my mind, and I'm going to work hard to
get Congress to pass the package. And I'm
optimistic about it.

In this town, you hear a lot of early noise
which sometimes fades when a Chief Execu-
tive starts taking the message to the people.
And that’s what I intend to do. And I know
you do the same things, when you sell your
packages at home. It’s got a good effect, and
I'm just beginning to make the case.

Secondly, I understand we’ve got an issue
with our own budget, and you've got issues
with your budgets. We can talk about that.
Our budget is in a deficit. It’s because we
went through a recession, and we're at war.
So I'm going to do everything I can to miti-
gate the deficit by encouraging, on the one
hand, more revenues coming into our Treas-
ury through economic growth but also lim-
iting the spending to reasonable amounts.
And T thought a 4-percent discretionary
spending increase was the right amount.

And T look forward to working with Con-
gress. As you know, appropriators are appro-
priators. They live up to their name, whether
they be Republicans or Democrats. They like
to appropriate, and our jobs as chief execu-
tives is to make sure they appropriate within
reasonable levels. And I intend to work hard
to encourage them to spend within reason-
able levels and set priorities.

One of the interesting things about the *04
budget I've submitted is that there’s $400 bil-
lion worth of grants to States. That’s a 9-per-
cent increase. As a matter of fact, the grants
to States have been growing by 9 percent
since I've been the President of the United
States. We can discuss whether that, in your
mind, is enough or not. I suspect I may know
the answer. But nevertheless, it put things
in perspective. Of the 4-percent increase in
discretionary spending, $400 billion, or a 9-
percent increase, goes directly to the States.
That’s a bigger increase than 4 percent, I
guess is the point I'm trying to make to you.

I look forward to working with you on
health care matters, on Medicare. Look,
Medicare is an issue that is a vital issue for
our country. It is a—Medicare is an old sys-
tem. It’s hidebound with rules, and it really
doesn’t address the needs of many seniors
because of its age. I like to put it this way:
Medicine’s changed; Medicare hasn’t. And
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we've got to deal with it. And we will deal
with it. And Medicaid is also an issue that
we will discuss with you, and work with you.

Tommy—TI don’t know if you've had the
Tommy briefing yet or not. Well, he’s got
a good vision, a good idea. We'll work with
Congress. We got the bill out of the House
already. The welfare reform bill is out of the
House, and we hope we can get it out of
the Senate this time.

This is a matter of making sure that there
are proper incentives, particularly for people
to find work. We believe, in this administra-
tion, work and dignity go hand in hand. We
want to encourage work and training for
work. And at the same time, I want you to
know that I'm—{feel just as strongly about
the Faith-Based Initiative today as when I
first came into office because I understand
a modern welfare system must understand
the power of our faith-based institutions and
their ability to change lives and help people
who need.

I don’t talk about a particular faith. T talk
about all faiths. Some of you have done some
great things: I know that Virginia and, I think,
Jersey—I've gone there—Florida, I hope.
Anyway, you've done good things with the
faith-based offices. I encourage you to take
advantage of this initiative. I encourage you
to go into your inner cities and find some
of these neighborhood helpers and healers
and empower them. Tell them that if they
decide to help a neighbor in need, govern-
ment is not going to make them take the
cross off the wall or the Star of David off
their wall. Encourage their faith-based initia-
tive to go forward. It is an integral part of
saving lives in America.

I had a little—Congress, they balked a lit-
tle bit on the Faith-Based Initiative. So I put
out an Executive order that said there be a
level playing field for any faith-based pro-
gram with Federal agencies. If you've got a
housing initiative based upon a Faith-Based
Initiative, HUD will treat you fairly. They're
not going to fund you if it’s a lousy deal, but
you'll be treated fairly coming in. And I just
urge you to do this. I'm absolutely con-
fident—well, I know one of the great
strengths of the country is the heart and soul
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of the American people. And there are thou-
sands of our fellow citizens who will answer
a call to love a neighbor in need.

I want to work with you on education. It’s
a subject I spent a lot of time on as the Gov-
ernor of Texas. It is the most important thing
a State does, as far as I'm concerned. Today
I look forward, if you've got any questions
on the No Child Left Behind bill, T'll be glad
to answer your questions.

But you're going to hear a guy who is not
going to relent when it comes to making sure
we measure whether every child can read
and write and add and subtract, because you
can’t cure unless you measure. And there are
too many of our children who cannot read
and write and add and subtract, and we bet-
ter figure out how to not only figure out who
can’t read and write but how to cure it now,
before it’s too late.

Margaret tells me we've talked about the
Head Start initiative, to help you better co-
ordinate the early childhood development
programs. I firmly believe that those children
can be taught the basics for reading now and
should be, and people ought to be held to
account as to whether or not they are being
taught the basics of reading now.

I look forward to working with you on this,
our homeland security initiative. I was dis-
appointed that the Congress did not respond
to the 3.5 billion we asked for. They not only
reduced the budget that we asked for; they
earmarked a lot of the money. That’s a dis-
appointment, a disappointment when the ex-
ecutive branch gets micromanaged by the
legislative branch. You may have had that ex-
perience yourself. [Laughter]

But we'll do everything we can to not only
get that money out quickly but figure out
ways to get as much of the money to you
in ways that will help you respond to the
threats this country faces.

I want to thank you very much for working
on these Joint Terrorism Task Forces.
They're effective tools to help prevent attack.
The culture of the FBI has changed from
one that said, “We’re going to find criminals
and arrest them,” to one, “We're going to
do everything we can to”—let me start over.
That’s still an important function of the FBIL.
But it’s now—its primary function is now to
prevent attack.
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I say that because America is still a battle-
field. You know, after September the 11th,
our perspective had to change about the
world. T remind your constituents when I
travel around the country that prior to Sep-
tember the 11th, oceans would protect us.
That’s what we thought, at least—that we
were safe. September the 11th, we learned
that we're vulnerable to attack. It’s just the
nature of the world we live in. As leaders,
our job is to remind the American people
that—of the reality of the dangers we face
and do everything we can to prevent attack.

So we're doing everything here at home.
I hope you feel the level of coordination is
good. If it’s not, we need to hear about it,
so we can continue to button up the home-
land to the best of our ability. The best way
to protect America is find the killers before
they kill us. And that’'s what we’re going to
do. That’s why this war—the budget I asked
for Congress had a lot of defense spending
in it, because we’re on the hunt, and we're
going to stay on the hunt until we bring ter-
rorist networks to justice. That’s what we owe
the American people.

As we speak today, we are not only pro-
viding help to the people of Afghanistan;
we're hunting down the remnants of Al
Qaida. And they’re on the run. And it doesn’t
matter how long it takes, they will be brought
to justice.

The war on terror is more than just chasing
down shadowy terrorist networks. The war
on terror is recognizing that weapons of mass
destruction in the hands of brutal dictators
also threatens the American people. T've
come to the conclusion that the risk of doing
nothing far exceeds the risk of working with
the world to disarm Saddam Hussein. I came
to that conclusion because of the new reali-
ties we all face as American citizens who love
freedom and who aren’t going to change.

Today we're going to submit a resolution
to the U.N. Security Council that spells out
what the world has witnessed the last
months. The Iraqi regime is not disarming.
The Iraqi regime is not disarming as required
by last fall's unanimous vote of the Security
Council. Saddam Hussein’s refusal to comply
with the demands of the civilized world is
a threat to peace, and it’s a threat to stability.
It's a threat to the security of our country.
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It’s a threat to the security of peace-loving
people everywhere.

We're going to work with the members of
the Security Council in the days ahead to
make it clear to Saddam that the demands
of the world and the United Nations will be
enforced. It’s an interesting moment for the
Security Council and the United Nations. It’s
a moment to determine for this body, that
we hope succeeds, to determine whether or
not it is going to be relevant as the world
confronts the threats to the 21st century. Is
it going to be a body that means what it says?
We certainly hope it does.

But one way or the other, Saddam Hus-
sein, for the sake of peace and for the secu-
rity of the American people, will be dis-
armed.

We face common challenges. I look for-
ward to working with you all to meet those
challenges. The country expects leaders to
lead. And that’s exactly what we all are going
to do for the good of mankind, for the good
of the American people.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the State
Dining Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Tommy G. Thompson; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Remarks Honoring the NCAA Fall
Championship Teams

February 24, 2003

Welcome. Ken, how are you? Good. Please
be seated. Thank you all for coming. Thanks
for the warm welcome. Welcome to the peo-
ple’s house on champions day. It’s my honor
to welcome some of our Nation’s finest ath-
letes and finest people. I really enjoy the
chance to rub elbows with the champs.

I first want to thank Members of the Con-
gress who are here: Gordon Smith from Or-
egon. Senator, thanks for coming. I know you
are proud of the Portland team for their first
national championship.

For some reason it seems like we've got
a large contingent from the State of Ohio
with us today. Governor Taft, thanks for
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coming. And Ken, good to see you, sir. I'm
glad you all are here. And Attorney General,
thanks for coming. And I'm so honored that
Oxley and Deborah and Pat Tiberi are here
as well. They've been bragging about the
Buckeyes every time they come to the White
House. [Laughter] My little brother had to
wear a Ohio State shirt today.

I want to thank Karen Holbrook, who is
the president of Ohio State. Thank you,
Karen, for coming. Andy Geiger is the ath-
letic director. Archie Griffin, I'm so honored
to see you, Archie. It's a—I remember when
you carried the ball—back-to-back Heisman
Trophies.

And of course, Coach Jim Tressel. When
I had the honor of speaking at the Ohio State
graduation last spring, the coach said, “You
know, watch us this year. We're going to be
pretty good.” [Laughter] “Matter of fact, I
think we’ll be visiting you in the White
House.” [Laughter] You were right. Con-
gratulations on doing a fine job.

Also my honor to welcome Mick Haley,
who is the women’s volleyball coach at the
University of Southern California, here.
Mick, it’s great to see you. I knew Mick when
I was the Governor of Texas and he was
coaching at another university at that time.
I used to work out a lot at the gym, and he
was always quick to give me pointers about
how to stay in shape. [Laughter] I listened.
I knew he was a high-quality man when he
was there at the University of Texas. He’s
a high-quality man still. And he’s brought
some national champs to the White House.
Congratulations.

And T appreciate Lisa Love coming and
Carol Dougherty, both from the University
of Southern California as well. It’s one of our
Nation’s great schools, as is UCLA, who is
represented here as the men’s national soc-
cer champs. I'm so honored you all are here.
And I want to welcome Tom Fitzgerald, the
head coach, and Daniel Guerrero, the ath-
letic director, as well as the team. Welcome
to the White House, and thanks for coming.

And then, of course, there’s the University
of Portland. They hadn’t been to the White
House too many times as national champs.
Matter of fact, this is the first national cham-
pionship of their great university. I'm so
proud to welcome Reverend David Tyson,



